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Morag, an imposing Highland 
cow with a caramel coat, ambles 
out of the main shed at Dumble 
Farm in northern England and 
stands ready to meet her guests. 

Visitors have travelled from far 
and wide to the farm near Beverley 
in east Yorkshire, not to buy milk, 
yoghurt or cheese, but to enjoy a 
cuddle with Morag and her com-
panions.

Fiona Wilson and her co-farmers 
at Dumble Farm started offering the 
cuddling sessions in February when 
it became obvious that economic 
difficulties of modern dairy farming 
had become untenable.

"Some people like to engage 
with dogs or cats or horses and 
other people find that cows are the 
animals they want to be with," Wil-
son told AFP.

"People are coming for a wellbe-
ing point of view. That anxiety re-
lieving-ness of being with animals 
is almost like a therapy."

Dumble Farm's owners looked 
to diversify because a sharp fall in 
the price of milk and high inflation 
was crippling their dairy farming 
business.

Economic hardship has forced 
farmers to leave the industry in 
their droves for decades.

According to a House of Com-
mons Library research brief, the 
UK had 196,000 dairy farms in 
1950. By 1995 there were just 
35,700.

Lower milk prices and rising 
energy, fuel, feed and fertiliser 
costs since the outbreak of war in 
Ukraine 20 months ago has been 
a nail in the coffin for many more.

In its latest survey of major milk 
buyers, the Agriculture and Horti-
culture Development Board, which 
represents farmers, estimated that 
there were 7,500 dairy producers 
in Britain in October 2023. 

For Dumble Farm, flooding in 
six out of the past seven years was 
an added challenge, leaving the 
farm under water often for months 
at a time.

Wilson said she and her partners 
at the farm, who include her hus-
band and brother, were working 
14 hours every day of the year and 
losing money.

"It's impossible to live like that," 
she said. "There was just no future. 
We were just getting nowhere."

In January 2022, the farmers de-
cided to diversify and sold off their 
dairy herd other than five cows that 

Feeling stressed? Cuddle a cow, says UK dairy farm

Ella Gartell-Bishop takes part in 
a ‘Cow Cuddling’ experience with a 
small herd of retired dairy cows on 
Dumble Farm in Arram, near Bever-
ley, north east England. — afp

I ndia's ruling Bharatiya Jana-
ta Party (BJP) on Sunday won 
regional votes in three out of 
four major states, in a big 

boost for Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi ahead of a national election 
due by May.

The central states of Rajasthan, 
Madhya Pradesh and Chhattis-
garh, and the southern state of 
Telangana, voted last month in 
the last set of provincial elections 
before the national poll, in which 
Modi will seek a third term.

The BJP comfortably won Raj-
asthan and Chhattisgarh from the 
main opposition Congress and 
retained Madhya Pradesh, vote-
counting data from the indepen-
dent election panel showed.

The BJP's performance was bet-
ter than widely expected as opin-
ion and exit polls had suggested a 

close contest between Modi's party 
and the Congress.

Modi remains widely popular af-
ter a decade in power and surveys 
suggest he will win again next year. 

However, a 28-party opposition 
alliance led by the Congress has 
come together to jointly fight the 
BJP, posing a renewed challenge.

But the alliance did not feature 

in the state polls due to internal ri-
valries and it was a direct contest 
between the BJP and the Congress. 
Although Congress won Telangana, 
its second victory in the south this 

year, Sunday's outcome is seen as a 
setback. The four states are home to 
more than 160 million voters and ac-
count for 82 seats in the 543-mem-
ber parliament. — reuters

In boost for Modi, BJP sweeps 
polls in three Indian states
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Suspect arrested
A German tourist died and 
two other people, including a 
British citizen, were injured 
after an attack by a man armed 
with a knife and hammer near 
the Eiffel Tower in Paris on 
Saturday, in what President 
Emmanuel Macron described 
as "a terrorist attack". Police 
quickly arrested the 26-year-
old man, a French national, af-
ter subduing him with a Tas-
er stun gun, Interior Minister 
Gerald Darmanin told report-
ers on Saturday. The suspect 
had in 2016 been sentenced 
to four years in prison for plan-
ning another attack, and had 
been on the French security 
services' watch list, the min-
ister said, adding that he was 
also known for having psychi-
atric disorders. — reuters

‘Terror’ attack near 
Eiffel Tower leaves 
German tourist dead

———

2 armymen among victims
Nine people, including two 
off-duty army personnel, were 
killed when gunmen opened 
fire on a bus travelling through 
northern Pakistan, causing 
it to crash into an oncoming 
truck and catch fire, officials 
said on Sunday.  The bus was 
attacked at around 6.30pm lo-
cal time on Saturday from both 
sides by at least five militants. 
"Following the firing, the bus 
lost control and collided with 
an oncoming truck. Subse-
quently, both vehicles caught 
fire. Among the casualties are 
both drivers," said Arif Ahmed 
Khan, a senior government of-
ficial for the district. He said 
eight people died at the scene 
while one person later died in 
the hospital.  Two army troops 
who were taking leave were 
among those killed, while 25 
others were wounded.  The at-
tack happened near Chilas 
in Gilgit-Baltistan, along the 
Karakoram Highway that con-
nects the capital Islamabad to 
the mountainous north and 
China. — afp

Nine lives lost after 
gunmen open fire  
on bus in Pakistan  

———

50 injured
Philippine President Ferdi-
nand Marcos Jr condemned 
a deadly bombing on Sun-
day, blaming "foreign terror-
ists", as police and the military 
strengthened security in the 
country's south and around 
the capital Manila. At least 
four people were killed and at 
least 50 injured after a bomb 
exploded during a morning 
Catholic Mass in a universi-
ty gymnasium in Marawi, a 
city in the south of the country 
besieged by militants for five 
months in 2017. "I condemn 
in the strongest possible terms 
the senseless and most hei-
nous acts perpetrated by for-
eign terrorists," Marcos said in 
a statement. — reuters

4 Catholics killed in 
blast during Mass at  
a gym in Philippines

———

Unsafe area
A magnitude 6.6 earthquake 
hit the southern Philippines 
on Sunday, the US Geologi-
cal Survey said, a day after an 
even more powerful quake 
in the same region killed two 
people and triggered a tsu-
nami alert. The latest earth-
quake — one of several strong 
aftershocks felt in the region 
since late Saturday — hit at 
around 6:36 pm at a depth of 
56km northeast of Hinatu-
an municipality on Mindan-
ao island. It was the same area 
where residents had fled to 
higher ground the night be-
fore following a magnitude 
7.6 quake. At least two people 
were killed and several were 
injured after that quake, au-
thorities said. It was followed 
by five major aftershocks of 
magnitudes exceeding 6.0 
through Sunday, according to 
the USGS. — afp

Second strong quake 
strikes Philippines  
in 24 hours

Patients lie on cold, blood-
stained floors in hospitals filled 
to overflowing. Some scream in 
pain, but others lie silently, deathly 
white, too weak even to cry out.

Hospitals in the southern Gaza 
Strip have descended into chaos 
since the resumption of the war 
between the Palestinian militant 
group Hamas and Israel.

After eight weeks of war, in-
terrupted only by one seven-day 
pause that ended on Friday, the 
doctors are exhausted.

Fuel reserves have almost run 
dry because of Israel's blockade of 

the territory, so doctors are forced 
to choose when and where across 
their hospitals to run generators.

According to the United Nations, 
not a single hospital in the terri-
tory's north can currently operate 
on patients. The most seriously 
wounded are transferred daily to 
the south by convoys organised by 
the International Committee of 
the Red Cross.

But even there, the UN says, the 
12 remaining hospitals are only 
"partially functional".

Abdelkarim Abu Warda and 
his nine-year-old daughter Huda 

have just arrived at Deir Al Balah 
Hospital aboard one of the ICRC 
convoys.

On Friday, after the truce ended, 
an Israeli strike hit their house in 
the vast Jabalia refugee camp in 
the north.

Huda was wounded in the head. 
"She had a brain haemorrhage —
she was placed on a ventilator," her 
father told AFP. Since then, "she 
hasn't responded to anything", he 
says, lifting up the little girl's arms.

"She doesn't answer me any 
more," he repeats, sobbing.

It is daybreak and the first 

Chaos in south Gaza hospitals  
after new Israeli airstrikes

A Palestinian woman is rushed 
into hospital following an Israeli 
strike at Nasser Hospital in Khan 
Younis. — reuters

prayers for the dead are being per-
formed. A few dozen men gather 
in front of white body bags lined 
up on the ground. Between two 
larger bags lies the small shroud of 
a child, close to his or her parents 
even in death. Women in tears 
crouch down to touch a face or kiss 
a loved one for one last time before 
the bodies are carefully loaded into 
the back of a pickup. "It's Adam go-
ing... and there is Abdullah," says 
one woman, weeping.

At the Nasser Hospital in Khan 
Yunis, the largest medical facility in 
southern Gaza, the story is the same.

World Health Organisation chief 
Tedros Adhanom Ghebreyesus 
said on Sunday he was unable to 
"find words strong enough" to ex-
press his concerns about the condi-
tions there. — afp

MUNICH
TEMPERATURES FALL UP TO -14°C

A neighbourhood buried under thick snow in the Waldtrudering suburb of Munich, Germany, on Saturday. More than 40cm of snow fell on Saturday night with temperatures 
plunging up to -14°C. — photo by sethulekshmi sasidharan

they could not bring themselves to 
leave. "They were our friends re-
ally, with placid friendly natures," 
Wilson said.

"We thought maybe that we 
could try having a go at cow cud-

dling, just to earn a bit of extra 
money on top of our conservation 
scheme and also to engage people 
with what we were doing here."

The farm prepared the cows for 
months before inviting customers 
to come and cuddle them — and 
the cows appeared happy to oblige. 
"They are inquisitive animals. They 
are interested when people come 
down to see them," said Wilson.

The experience, which also 
includes educational activities 
on conservation and sustainable 
farming, draws couples, families 
and cow lovers from across the 
country.  The £50 ($63) per person 
tickets sell out months in advance. 

Inside the barn, dozing cows de-
light in having their chins scratched 
and their soft coats brushed by the 
paying visitors. — afp
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